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I NTRODUCTION 
a t a t em&n t of th~nr ob le~ .-- ThA n ur pose of t h is s t udy 
;,vas to determine the mo s t co;:nm on p roblems of element ary 
s chool c h ildren i n a se l ec t ed a r'ea and t o an a lyz e the 8e 
nrob l em s with re ><:ard to a p;e, sex, and Erade . 
Childr en everywhere hav e problems. They hav e problems 
that con c e rn per s ona l a ctivities a nd s ocial rela tionships . 
c< ome problems are comr!! On to all children or many in a FSroup_, 
I 
. . ': I while ot her problems are individual or of concern to on l y 
a fe -v1. Many of thes e problems are bey ond the childr en ' s 
level of discernment and of such a n a ture that they can not 
solv e t h em v1ithout h e l p . If children do not ge t help in 
s olvin g t hes e pr oblems, t he y ma y be c om e malad.j us t e d . It is 
easy to i dentify some of these pr·ob l ems, but other problems 
may not be i dentifie as easily . Teac he rs can easily recog -
nize problems of disturbing be havior. problems connected 
vJith conduct a n d school vJorl\:, a nd problems resulting f rom 
physical handicaps , but they sometime s ov er l ook the most 
severe pr oblAms whic h a rA less evi dent . 
Too often teache r s ar e more c once rned v.Ji t h the teac hinp; 
of readi ng , a.r it h11etic , or h i s tory t han wit h the ·persona l 
pr- oblems of c hildren . 'T.' hey are more conce rned i"' ith t he 
ch ild's intellectua l ac h i e vement tha n with his happiness . 
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Tt is important to li:nO'\r.J basic skills and kn01-1ledp:e , but 
t he healthy.'I-Jhole s ome personality of the child shouid be 
considered first . Attitude development and habit forming 
make up the major part of a child's l e arning . re~ardle s R of 
what bas ic skills and knowledge he acquires . Consideration 
of subject-matter should never prece de provisions f or 
developing hP.althy attitudes and forming g ood P~bit s . 
One of the most important thing s a teacher can do is 
to help c h i ldren analyze. study. and make adjustments to 
their problems. If they get this he lp, t he children will 
be better adJ usted, vJil l learn faste-r, and vJill l earn with 
l e ss effort. "' child \-Jith uns o lve d pr oblems is worrie d, 
unhappy, and afraid. His problems abs orb much of his time 
a nd ener·gy, and his school work s eem s of little importance 
to him . A ha ppy , well-adjusted c h ild is bet t er able to 
concentrate on his schoolwork . Happiness is eRsential to 
successful school achievement . 
Hany unme t problems increase in severity according to 
t he leng th of their duration. Many emotional pr•oblems are 
diff icult t o reco~nize because children mav be afraid to 
talk abou t the i r problems . The quiet, unobtrusive children 
may be the ones \'J it h the most serious problems . Often t hese 
children are overlooked or forp; ott e n . 'r he tea c her' should 
strive to better understand her children throug h continua l 
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their problems, and will be able to do somethin@; construc-
tive t oward meeting their emotiona l needs' and problems . 
If the problems are too difficult f or the teacher to solve, 
she should Reek help from peop le t r ained for t his purpose . 
The most effe ct i ve p:_uidance ·can be brought about ':Jhen 
t here are friendly teacher-pupil relationships . Ohildren 
feel that v.Jhen the teacher unders t ands them , she is their 
friend. They feel more free to dis cuss their problems wi th 
her . Real guidance com e s as a warm unders tandinp; deve lops 
bet~een the teacher and pupil. ThroQ~h conv ersation or 
group dis cu ss ion , t he te a cher may help the childr en under-
stand 1-JhY peopl e act as they do, ann thereby help t he 
children understand t heir own feelings and behavior trai ts 
better . 
Tt is evident from observation and known literature 
that children nee d help '!;J ith problems conf ronting t hem . 
The p:u idance progr am as it exists at the present time does 
not alvJays adequately meet the needs of children. The in-
adeauacy of the guidance services indicates that the prop:ram 
s hould be enlarp:ed and be specifical ly based on the needs 
of the chi l dren in the area to be served . 
In identifyin9: 
' y these needs or ·problems of children, 
Burrell and Raths state : 
1/ · nna F . Burrell and Louis w. . Raths, Do ' s and Don'ts of the 
Needs Theory, Modern Education ervi ce, Bronxville, New · 
York-, -19~p . 1. I, 
II 
I 
, _ 
'' extension of the (needs) theor:v suggests 
tha t i f vJe c ould i dentify som e of the most impor-
t a nt needs of children , if vJe c ou l d develop 'IJ.Jays 
of meeting those needs , then t he behavior of 
c hiL~ren 1-10Uld chanp:e, learning '\WUld be easier, 
and the . auality of p ersonal and associa ted ltving 
vwul d i mprove: there would be better .human re-
lations. 11 
This Rtu~y Re eks to delve into the common real-life 
problems of a selected group of children attending the 
also analyze the expressed problems in t e rms of age, sex , 
and _5r a de. 
Limita tions of the uroblem .-- ThiR Rurvev of children 's 
problems was limite d to 600 c hildr en from the fou r th, fifth 
and sixth grades in thre e elementary schools in Robeson 
County, Horth Carolina. These schools are located in a 
rura l area • . This study of children , although limited to 
the intermediate p;rad&s, included younp.: sters ranp;ing from 
8 to 16 years inclusive. _ Only a small percentage of the 
_p up ils h ow&ver, were in the 8 , 14, 15 , a nd 16 year a ge 
g roups. ; The numbers of childre,n in each ~rade v1ere as 
follows: 181 in the fourth, 2t)8 in t he fifth. an d 161 in 
the Bixth. There were 337 boys and 263 g irls included in 
the s tudy . 
'T' he purpo se of this study vJas to dete rmine the personal 
p roblems of c h ildl"en . The vJ li!iter bas re co ?<;nize d the diffi-
culty of ob taining an expression of truthful pers onal 
pr oblems . While ev e ry attempt was made to encourag e the 
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free expression of problems f r om the c hi ldren studied, this 
s tudy was limited to the expressed problems. The study 
was further limi ted to: 
1 . ·that personal ·problems e l ernentary school c h ildr-en 
i n a s e lected ~e o ~raphical area have. 
2. H 0 1"1 these problems v ary ,.J ith a ge , sex, and P:.rade . 
Tb£ following furth er limitations are a lso to be re-
cogn i zed in this analysis of c h ildren's problems: 
1. The p up ils may have exp ressed only problems o f 
current concern. 
2 . The p upils may n ot have l{nown how to express their 
per tinent problems. 
3 . The ·problems expresse d are of local sip;n ificance. 
4 . The study d oe s not d iscriminate be t ween the ser-
ious pr oblems and t he trivial problems. 
cope .-- This tudv was made po s s ible through the 
cooper ation of 600 children, 21 classroom te a chers , and 
three school princip a ls. The thre e s chools in \vhic h this 
study \vas made '\IJere three o f the l a r ges t consolidate d s c hools 
in Robeson County, North Carolina. Many o f the c h ildren 
in these s chools are transport ed to school a d istance of 
tv1enty mile s or more i n ov er-crowde d buses. The p layg round 
facilities are inadeq uate f or such a lar·~e number of c h ildre n. !\ 
These conditions may have contributed to the creation o f 
p r oblems for the children . 
Justifica t ion .-- The wr iter was a former t eache r in 
one of the elementary schools included in this study . 
From observation and personal con tact '~ith elementary s 0.hool 
ch ildren , the wr iter knows that children do have pr oblems 
which are v ery sig n ificant to them and which they are in-
cap able of solv ng vJ it hout prop e r g uidance . Tbe personal 
problems of children keep them from doing their best work 
in school and male the;m unhap py , afraid, and 1'1 orried . 
I t is evident that the present ~uidance programs in 
the s c hools are inadeauate in the s ervices rendered . There 
is a real need for some technique of obtaining the free 
expre ssion of problems from c hildren . This study was 
planned in an attemnt to secure suc h a free response of 
children ' s prob l ems . It is hoped tha t t he findin~s of 
this study c an be use d in schools i n p l anning a more effec-
tive guidanc e prog ram. The kno1.~ledg:e of these ~~ orries and 
anxieties could contribute much t o the te a ching effective-
ness a nd the ment a l health of the clasRroom . 
Guidance is one of t he mos t press in~ n e e d s of ch ildren 
if e motional p roblems are to be a llev i ated . Emotional 
maladjus tments have a definite effect on the child 's ability 
to lea~n . The c h ild who is unhappy , maladj usted, and 
mentally ill has n o desire to learn. 
y 
Detjen and Detjen 
state: 
1/ Ervin ill . Detjen and Mary F. Detjen, E lementary ~c hool 
Guidance , McG-raw- Hill Book Company, Inc. , Nev-1 York, 1952 , 
p . vii. 
I 
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11 1\ ost emotional maladjustments oriF. inate 
early in life and become more deep-rooted and 
more d i f ficult to treat as time ~oes on . Prob-
lems tha t have their source in childhood should 
n ot be al lowed to c ontinue into adolescence and 
y oung ad~lthood. The Roon~r remedial measures are 
t aken , the more effective t hey will be and the 
le s s time they "vvill reauire • •.. . . rreachers ..,~ho 
knovJ something about the facto r s that have influ-
enced tbe liv e s of children are better prepar ed 
to accept vJithout e:motion their unde:sirable be-
havior . Thev are more incline d to contribute to 
the security of insecure childrE·n, to ~ ive warmth 
a nd affection to the unloved onEs, and to find ·Nays 
of helping the confuRed and thwarted ones . 11 
Children in the~ementary schools do have problems 
and there is a real need for some me t ho d of obtaining thA 
free a nd truthful expression of theRe prob lems . This 
study is a report of one technique and the result~ng problems . , 
These fin d ing s may be used a s the basis for planni ng a 
g uidance s erv ice which vJ ill more ade quately mee t the ne ds 
of the c h ildren in t he area being served. 
I 
I 
CHAPTE R TI 
REV IE\'1 0 F L I TERATURE 
Children ' s needs . -- Educ ators a~ree that all children 
h ave some problems in re l a tions '\·lith ot her people . Some of 
these problems can be easily recognize d vJhi le othEr problems, 
su c h as anxieties , worries , and fears, c annot be so easily 
i dentified . Childre n s b ould be g ive n opp ortunities to 
b ring their pr·oblems to the surface . rr \ve k n e' more about 
the chil ru~en ' s envirorunent , physical condition , and social 
status, we could help them to f ind v1ays to \.~ orl{ out their 
own s olutions to their p roblems . The children should be 
tau~ht to face the r eality of their problems instead of 
t ry ing to run away from them . 
The man:v current p roblems of de linquencv and s c hoo l 
di scipline susFest t i/t children have real problems of :j 
adj ustment . Jersild- believe s that children with unsolved 
problems are maladjusted children . He cl as sifies problems 
of adJustment a s problems in relation to h ome life, prob lemA 
in relation to children outside the home , problems in re -
lation to school , and p roblems in terms of individual needs 
or p:: oals. 
Tf c hildren with unsolv ed uroblems are maladJusted . it 
I7Arthur ~ . ~ersild, Chi l d Psycholog y , Prentice-Hall, Inc ., 
l950, p . 592 . 
I 
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1 is important to determine their problems and help tbe 
c h ildren make a djustments . maladjusted child is unahpp y 
an d he cannot do his best work . If his problems are not 
solved during childhood, he will not develop into a happy 
and useful ad~lt. 
Children are eager for people to like them. They 
1-1 ant to feel loved, IAJanted, and useful. y 
One writer in describing children suggests that the 
basic needs of children are to fe e l loved, the feeling of 
success and accomplishment, and the feeling of belonging to 
a group and having friends. When these needs are not pro-
v ided for in the home, the child will try elsewhere to get 
satisfaction. The school can help provide for these needs. 
Love and understanding from the teacher can work wonders 
for the child. She can help him to make adjustments. 
Recognition from the teacher will g ive the child a boost in 
morale and will give him a different attitude toward life. 
s children grow in age and experience,they are faced 
with new problems. \vhen the children are given help with 
their problems they will be better adju s ted and 1~1ill be 
grovJing to,eJar·d mature self-direction. They will be better 
prepar ed to solve many of their problems without depending 
directly on others. 
Prob lems in relation to home life.-- The child 's 
YGladys Gar·ner Jenkins, et. al., These Are Your Children, 
Scott, Foresman and Company, Chicago, 1949, p. 162. 
'\ 
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attitude towar·d life is influenced by his home life . Home 
is \vhere he should feel the greatest security. The need 
for physical and emotional se curity centers around the home 
and family. Failure t ~ provide for these needs in the home 
may affect the child's behavior in many ways . Many of the 
emotional problems of children have their roots in home prob- I 
lams. In discussin~ the effects of unhappy homes on a 
~ y' 
child, Detjen and Detjen wrote: 
"Children from broken, unhappy , or otherwise 
unsatisfactory homes are almost certain to show 
the effect i n undesirable relationships outside 
the home . If they have to fi ght to make a place 
f or themselves in their own families, they are 
likely to be on the defensive with other persons 
also. If they have parents who are overcritical , 
dictatorial, and demanding of too great accomplish-
ment, t hey are likely to feel unloved and insecure . 
If they are victims of overpr·otective mothers, 
II 
II 
they usually react by becoming either bossy and 
dominating or timid and withdrawing . tvhen parents 
are quarrelsome, nervous, and subject to frequent 
outbursts of anger, it is no \-Jonder children 
learn to act the same way . 
....• to diagnose a case and to place the blame 
on the home is not enough . There should be some 
systematic plan for acquainting parents vdth the 
goals of modern education, impressing upon them 
the ef f ect of a child's mental health on his pro-
gress in school • . • .• A great deal is often accom-
plished through lectures, panel discussions , and 
study groups. The most direct p l an and the one 
which is most often effective, however, is the 
private interview between parent and teacher . 11 y 
Other writers in discussing the effects of parent-
child rela tionships say: 
1/Ervin w. Detjen and Mary F. Detjen, ££• cit., p . 232. 
g/Personality and the Behavior Disorders, J . MeV . Hunt (ed), 
The Ronald Press Company, Nei-l York, 1944, Vol . II, p . 710 . 
,<.' { 
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"The background of family relatives may 
bring a child to adolescence either well prepared 
to continue previously good development or badly 
prepared to meet the necessitie s for individual 
and social readjustments that arise at puberty . '' 
If children ' s relationships with their parents are 
favorable, it seems that children will be better prepared 
to meet the probl·ems \'lhich may arise later in life. 
If children ' s love is to be wholesome, they need the y 
right sort of security from their parents . Blanchard 
says: 
11 If a child 1 s love development is to be a 
whole some one, he needs the rig ht sort of affec-
tion from both parents. But the steady, constant 
love v-Jhich g ives a sense of peace and security 
to the child, is all too rare. More often, the 
parents express their affection in anxiety and in 
protect ing the child from unple asant experiences, 
of which he must have medicum in order to harden 
him for the time to come when he cannot seek the 
care of others . ••• continual fault-finding destroys 
tbE child's sense of stab ility in the affection of 
the parents, so too much p rotection g ives him a 
false sense of security." 
'ij 
Cole discusses the influence of the home upon child-
ren as following: 
"The basic requirements for a healthy home in 
which to bring up children ..... should, first, 
furnish adequate shelter a nd nourishment. Second, 
it shou l d provide security, especially against 
· emotional disturbances . Third, it should in a 
consistant manner supervis e the c hild's behavior. 
Fina lly, it should educate children in a cceptable 
modE-s of response to social situations. Homes 
1/Phyllis Blanchard, The Child and Society, Longmans, Green 
and Company, Nffi~ York, 1928, p.~. 
_g/Luella Cole, P sychology of ' dolescence, Rinehart and 
Company, Inc., New York, 1942, p. 288 . I 
ll 
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which lack one or more of these characteristics 
are likely to produce children whose behavior is 
abnormal. 11 
Brother-s ister relation .-- In a horne where there are 
brothers and sisters, it is expected that they will quarrel . I 
The brother-sister relationship helps childre n adjust j 
y 
t hems e lves to their peers. Detjen and Detjen indicate 
tha t jealousy is the most frequent cause of ill feeling s 
a mong brothers and sisters. Parents who show favoritism 
to one child may cause other childr e n to become jealous. 
Younger children feel that older children have more privil-
eges, while older children think that younger children get 
more affection from the parents. 
The child who has no brothers and sisters is in danger 
of developing selfishness and individua listic traits. Par-
ents should arrange to have playmate s in the home frequently. 
The child '!.'J ill l earn better· hO\~ to associate with his peers . 
· y 
:Sex sui dance in the horne.-- Crm>~ and Cr·ow say that 
the elementary school child should be encouraged to seek 
information about sex from his parents wit hout embarrassment. 
By t he time he is ten years old, he should kn ow the correct 
terminology used in identifying the body parts, and he should 
have gained an accurate kn01>1ledge of the meaning and process 
of reproduction. The parents should be willing to answ e r 
questions concerning his body development and girl-boy 
1/Ervin w. Detjen and Mary F. Detjen, ~· cit., p. 4. 
gjLe ster D. Oro''~ and · lice Crow, n Introduction to Guidance, 
Arne ric an Book Company, New York, 1951; pp. 262-263. 11 
relationships. 
Social de~elopment.-- Children have a 3reat need for 
companionship with children of their own age. During 
preadolescence the child is int erested in children of his 
ovJn sex. This is the period c a lled the " gang age. 11 Each 
sex forms his own gang or club. In regard to the gang y 
a ctivity, Millard states: 
''The gang activity of children represent an 
effort to form a society bf their own related to 
their personal needs. Gangs and well-knit small 
social groups contribute to a sense of personal 
worth and g ive children the opportunity for 
satisfaction in managing their own affairs .... 
children who engage in desirable, social gang act-
ivity are usually those who.: have achieved ade-
quate security and affection and come from ade-
quately motivated homes ..• children who feel re-
jected, frustrated, and in conflict with home 
and school are likely to form negat ive and 
harmful relations.'' 
y 
~illard based his statements on the assumptions tr~t 
tbe environment, security, and affection provided by the 
home will determine the kind of gang the child will join. 
The activities of youthful gangs seem to be a normal 
stage in the child's growth. There is little need for 
adults to try to discourage gang activities. Efforts 
should be made to direct the activities into worthwhile 
organizations, such as Boy Scouts, Girl S couts, 4-H Clubs, 
and Glee Clubs. 
' 1/Cecil V. Millard, Child Growth and Development, D. c. 
Heath and Company, Boston, 1951, p. 234. 
g/Ibid., p. 234 . 
'I 
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Lee and Lee state: 
''The gang can be one of the greatest educative 
factors in a child's life. Here he learns fair 
play, to face reality, adaptability, and the give 
and take of social contacts. He "~:Jill take heed 
corrections given by members of the gang far 
better than t hose by adults. 
These factors of gangs and g ang allegiances, 
as '\!Jel l as personal allegiances, of sex avoidance 
and sex attraction, form a large part of social 
adjustment . They are some of the most emotional 
of the adjustments to be made and as such are apt 
to be the cause of many of the difficulties. 
This phase of a child's life must be understood 
if there is to be any real understanding and help 
for his problems ." 
v · 
Inskeep indicates that dur·ing preadolescent years 
children have slovenly personal habits, bad manners, and 
disrespect for authority . The slovenly wal k is a result 
of their rapid growth. Bad manners and disrespect for 
a uthority are results of the c hild 's self-centered judg -
ment s and opinions . If parents and teachers recognize 
these characteristics as part of a stage throug h which 
children pass, it would be easier to make adjustments . 
Maturation \'Jill do much toward correc ting these habits . The 
child should be g iven opportunities for self-reliance, for 
using his own judgment, and for maKing choice s . Vlhen these 
needs are met , the child will develop into a more c apab l e 
and dependent adult. 
Y J. Mur ray Lee and Dorris May Lee, The Child and His Cur-
riculu~, (2nd ed . ) . pple ton-Century-Crofts, Inc., New York, 
1950 ' p . 52. 
g/Al'lnie Dolman Inskeep, Child djustment, D. ppleton and 
Company, Nev.1 York, 1930, p . 350. 
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Boy- cr irl relation.-- Reynolds says by the time child- I 
ren reach the a ge of twelve, thirteen, and fourteen, t hey 
beg in t o show an interest in each other. Children usua lly 
g o in groups . The charact eristic s of the group are noisy, 
slovenly , and rough. Both sexes l ike rough play. The y 
like the noise of a square dance, but a social dance is 
t oo adv anced for them. The group is on proving ground . 
If t heir behavior is accepted by the g roup, it continues, 
but if t he group disapproves the manner of behavior, it is 
dropped. 
The g irls are more mature in ev ery way, except in 
i n t elligence . The girls become interested in their general 
appearance , bu t the boys are still slovenly as younger boys 
are . 
hys ica l growth.-- Dw'ing preadolescence ther e are 
many bodily and emotional changes 1-1 hic h may upset children. 
They want to gro;.'-1 up but are afra id to leave the security I 
of childhood behind . In regard t o these changes ToppS! say s: I 
"The years when changes r e l ate to puberty 
and early adolescence take p l a ce are particularly 
hazardous . At that time social success becomes 
painfully important, and a s a result of the 
numerous glandular, emotional, and physical al-
t erations during these years, the possibilities 
of soci a l error are usually great. " 
Parents and teachers should be aware of the changes 
1/I"iartha l'Vlay Reynolds , Children from Seed to S~lings, McGraw-
Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 1951, pp . 223-225 . 
g/Robert F . Topp, 11 .i\djustment Via Classroom, 11 Journal of' 
Educ ation (September, 1950 ), 133 : 176. 
-j 
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that take place during this period of g rowth. Children 
need to be helped in makin g adjustments . During this 
period the children are awk1111ard and they seem to have 
less energy . Often this is mistaken for laziness. Serious 
maladjus t ments often result from these conditions . 
S chool relations.-- The increasing number of juvenile 
delinquents clearly indicates that the schools and the home 
are no t meeting the needs of all t he children . Our present 
e ducational program should be built to meet the needs of 
.v 
children . Prescott states: 
11 The pat term of affective behav lor shown by 
children are certainly as important as their num-
ber k nowledge, eye-movement habits and language 
skills; yet they are vJidely ignored by school 
I 
lr 
I 
people . Tantrums, day-dreaming , fighting, shyness, 1 
teasing and bullying , bidding f or the at tent ion II 
and ap proba-tion of the teacher, masturbation, II 
imper t inence, and a host of other ways of behavior 
are the patterns by which pupils try to relieve 
tensions or w.ork out their personality needs. To 
recognize these behavior patterns for what they 
are, to understand their causes , to know the manner 
in w hie h they are learned, to find more mature 
v1ays of behavior- ---thes e a:be not easy tasks for 
school pe ople. 11 
In order for the school to meet the needs o f the 
children the school personnel must identify these ne eds 
and know how they may best be satisfie d. 
y 
Elsbree and McNally say that many of the adj ustment 
YDaniel A . Prescott, Emotion and the Educative Process, 
ruuerican Council on Education, Washington, D. c., 1938, p .202 . 
gjv, illard s . Elsbree and Harold J. McNally, Elementary S chool 
~ dministration and Supervision, {\merican Book Company, New 
Yor~I951, p. 246. 
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problems could be prevented if the school program v-1as suited 
to the needs of the children: 
" Many of the problems of children in school 
e ither arise from, or are severely aggravated by, 
a learning program unsuited to their needs, in-
terests, and abilities. It seems to follow natur-
ally , therefore, that anything the school can do 
to vital i ze and individualize its program of learn-
ing should result in fewer or less severe adjust-
ment problems on the part of the p up ils." y . 
E lsbree and Mc Nal J.;y continue: 
11 The curriculum should be planne d and oper a ted 
in such a manner, therefore, that t he pupils will 
grow in their ability to plan and work and play 
constructively and happily v1ith others, and in 
their consideration and respect for the rights, 
abilities , contributionsand short comings of all 
other human beings, a s well a s to insure important 
fact a nd s k ill l ear·ning. 11 
S chool subjects .-- Many children dislike certain y 
school subjects. Wi lliamson an d Hahn say: 
11 Lack of interest in the content of instruc-
tion if often caused by emotional and social mal-
adjustment. Learning wha t the teacher thibks is 
important or wha t is prescribed does not inevit-
ably arouse interest or produce satisfying results 
in the student . His p ersonal problems may be more 
i mme diately real to him t han the g oal of under-
standing the world by means of textbook knowledge . " 
~any of our schoo ls teach different subjects a s iso-
lated parts of the program . The children must feel the 
need for the vJork . When the work becomes a part of the 
experiences of the child, he can see t he need and i s usually 
intere sted in learning. 
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I y rillard S . E lsbree and Harold J. McNally, ~· ci.!:.· p . 85. 1 
I EjE. G. Williamson and 1-1. E . Habn, Introduction to High .School ! 
Counceligg, IV.IcGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. , New York , 1940, p.67. 1 
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Teacher-pupil r e lation.-- It is important that the 
children have satisfying rela tionships with the teacher. 
S he should make every possible effort to make the school-
\tJOrk interesting , challenging , enjoyable, and profitable. 
The te a cher who knovJs some i;.hing about the problems of ch ild-
ren is bet ter prepared and is more inclined to find ways 
of helping the confused and thwarted children . Her g reatest 
concern should be the wholesome deve lopment of each child. 
y 
In a s tudy Strang made to acquaint teachers v·!ith 
their role in personnel work, s he lists the following types 
of p ro b lems: 
1. Health and Physical Development 
2. Financial 
4 . Of Family Relations 
5 . s ex 
6. Relig ious 
7 . Moral and Discip linary 
8 . ersonality 
9. S oci al 
10. Re l a ting to Living Conditions 
11 . Voc a tional Guidance 
Too often teachers are unavJare of the children's prob-
lems. If their guidance is to be successful, the teachers 
must i dentify the needs of children . 
1fRuth 1 • S trang , The Role of the Teacher in Personnel Work , 
Bureau of Publications , Teachers College, Columb i a University, 
New York, 1946, pp. 250-467 . 
1 
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The pers onality of the teacher plays an important role 
in the development of children's personality. Some teachers 1 
des troy the confidence and security of childre n by the witty, 
sarcastic remarks. When the child feels that the teacher 
is his friend, he will be happy to do anything possible for 
the teacher, but \v hen he does not like the teacher, he will 
only do the things because of fear. 
The school through its staff face a very real respon-
sibility for the proper g uidance of its pupils. Tlw teacher 
is the g ui de vJho should see tha t the children are g iven 
opportunities to encounter many t ypes of life situations 
which they will meet later in life. Guidance is more 
than directing the child. It should provide personal help 
which will assist the child in developing into a happy and 
efficient human being . Guidance should create in the 
child the desire and ability to face the problems of life. 
Proper guidance requires that the - whole child be considere d . 
y 
Jones says: 
11 Gradually, but surely, we have come to realize 
that g uidance is not something tha t concerns only 
a part of the individual; n or does it deal merely 
"~1'1 it h a part of his life. The n eed is for 'i'Jhole 
child g uidance. 1 
Elementary school g uidance is necessary. For many 
children it is the only opportunity to secure help for pro-
per adjustment to life, because many children leave school 
Y Arthur J. Jone s, Principle s of Guidance, IvicGra'\'1-Hill Book 
Co., Inc., Ne\~ York , 1934, p. 427. 
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at the end of the sixth grade. 
Conclusion.-- The literature points out the range and 
variety of problems with which growing children ar'e confronted! 
in our culture. The fact tll..at t housands of children each l1 
y ear are involved in del inquency demonstrates that many of Ill 
our youth have great difficulty in mak ing adjustments. Other , 
youngsters are a source of trouble to school teachers and 
authorities. 
The writer believes that insight into children's 
problems will be of value to teachers . This study is an 
attempt to delve into some of the cornmon,everyday problems 
that elementary children bring vvith them as they come into 
the classroom. 
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CHAPTER III 
FROCEDlJRE OF :STUDY 
pproach to problem.-- The review of research showed 
that there was a need f or additional study of the pr ob lems 
of children during the preadolescence stage . Childr en do 
have problems . These problems are very real to them and 
may cause anxiety, fear, and unhappiness . These problems 
should not be allowed to con tinue into adolescence and 
young adulthoo d . This study was undertaken vJ ith tre belief 
that these problems c ould be dete rmined. By identifying 
the most pressing problems of childr en, our schools can plan 
their guidance programs to meet the needs of children and II 
1 help them become better p hysically, mentally, emotionally, 
'I 
II 
.\ 
II 
and socially adj us ted to school an d society . 
Prepar a tion.- - J?ermis s ion was gr·anted the wri t er to 
make this study of children's problems in tb~ee elementary 
sc hools in Robeson County , Nort h Carolina. The fourth, fifth, 
and sixth grades of these schools particip ated i n t he study . 
Method used .-- There are several methods of determining y 
the needs or problems of children. .Shaffer sugges ts the 
followin g : 
"1. 
2. 
3 . 
By asking the person ab out himself 
By asking others ab out him 
By observing him a t work" 
lfL. D. S haffer , The P s ychology of ~djustment , Houg hton-Mif-
flin Compan y , Boston , 1926 , p . 1. 
I! 
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The first method of determining children ' s prob lems ~as 
used in t h is study . Each child V·las a s ked to write the prob-
l em s that were bothering him most . 
Free- wr·iting technique . -- To gather and analyze the 
problems of the s e l e cted six hundred element ary school chi ld-
ren in grades fo ur , five, and six in Robeson County, Nort h 
Caro lina an instrument was needed. It ivas felt that no 
measure or scale available would be a pplic able to or suitable 
for gaining insight into the particular pr oblems of these 
youngsters . Since one purpose of this s tudy was to se c ure 
a free expression of c hildrEn c oncerning t he i r Oivn prob l ems , 
the wr it er decided on a free-writing technique by t he 11 
youngsters in order to develop a comprehensive check- list I. 
of problems . 
It was bel ieve d that in order t o c onstruct an instru-
ment that ~ ould be a pplic a ble t o the particular subjects 
of t his study, ~nd one tha t ~ould be comp rehensive in scope 
and details, the subjects themselv es mus t s upply the raw 
materia l for the construction of the final instrument . The 
the childr en that : 
1. ~ study v1 a s being made of children ' s problems. 
2. The p urpose of the study was to d et ermin e the 
problems so that the school could help them solve 
their problems 
3 • . The children could help if they \IJOuld write freely 
and frankly concerning their own problems . 
4. The children \•·Jere encouraged to \vrite in their ov-m 
words about their problems . 
5 . The child remained anonymous. 
The writer received responses from 533 children. S ome 
of the children stated many problems, vJhile others stated 
only one. From the responses of the free-vJriting technique , 
a checklist was constructed. The final instrument consiste d 
of 57 statements of problems, covering al l the suggested 
problems of 533 children. Each s t atemsnt used vws stated 
by one or more of the children. 
dministration of the problem check list.-- t a later 
date the writer visited each classroom and personally pre-
sented the check list of 57 problems to these same children . 
The check list was presented t o each classroom separately. 
This made it neces s ary to present the check list 21 different 
times using about tvJenty minutes for e a ch presentation . 
The children were told t hat the school wanted to help them 
with their problems, but they would ha ve to let the school 
knovJ what their problems were . They were asked to ans~..-Jer 
each statement truthfully . If the statement was considered 
11 a problem for them, they vJere asked to v1rite " yes" beside 
II 
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the statement; i f the statement was not considered as a 
problem for thA:gl , they '\'Jere asked to write "no" beside the 
statement . Each statement was re ad orally by t he 'I'Jriter 
while the children read it silently. Th is procedure was 
u s-e d to elimina te any reading or vocabulary difficulties. 
Each child was a s ked to write his age, sex, and grade on 
!1 the ~heck list bu t not to i>Jrite his name. 
II 
The check lists wer e tallied by counting the number of 
prob l ems which wer e checked vJith " yes" by each child. Tbese 
results vJere arranged in t a bles. 
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Clh~TER JY 
NALYS I S OF Dlt\T 
The following tables are the results of the tabulations 
of the children's responses expressed in their check lists. 
The proble ms were analyzed according to age , sex, and 5rade. 
The problems ~Jere also arranged in the order of frequency 
of their mention by the children. Tables were made to show 
lished by all the pupils in the study. Tables ~.~ere made 
I 
!f 
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to show the incidence and percentage of the problems expressed 1 
by g rades. 
Following each table a summary h..as been made which may 
g ive a clearer picture of the problems that these children 
have. Each summary als o gives the five problems of greatest 
concern for each group. 
Table 1. Pupils Distributed Ac-
cording to Age and Sex 
Age Sex Total 
Boys Girls 
( 1) (2) C3J (41 
8 3 0 3 
9 26 26 52 
10 70 63 133 
11 98 80 178 
12 65 65 130 
(concluded on next page) 
I 
25 
T~ble l. ( concluded) 
Apte Sex T1otal 
Boys Girls 
( 1) (2) (3) ( 4J 
13 38 26 64 
14 21 3 24 
15 11 0 11 
16 5 0 5 
Total 337 263 600 
Table 1 shows tbe distribution of pupils according to 
age and sex . There are 337 boys and 263 girls included in 
the study . 
Table 2 . Pup ils Distributed Ac-
cording to Grade a nd 
Sex 
Grade s ·ex Total 
Boys Girls 
:=1:1) (2) (3r= ( 4) 
4 122 59 181 
5 127 131 258 
6 88 ·73 161 
Total 337 263 600 
Table 2 shows t bE distribution of pupils according to 
g rade and sex. In tte fourth grade there are 122 boys and 
59 girls . In ·rade f ive there are 127 boy s and 131 g irls. 
1 In the six th ~rade there are 88 boys and 73 girls. 
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Table 3. Incidence of Problems Established by the Fourth 
Gr ade Boys 
Prob lems c~~ono1o~ica1 ~e 
n:-~.tal 8 9 10 11 12 13 
==r.±Lf-. (2) (3) (~)' -(5) - (6) (7) (8) =.l]L 
1 2 · 4 11 10 6 1 1 35 
2 2 4 9 2 3 2 1 23 
3 3 9 14 18 7 2 0 53 
4 0 0 1 5 3 2 0 11 
5 0 3 1 3 2 3 0 12 
6 0 1 8 3 3 4 0 19 
7 3 13 18 17 11 3 0 65 
8 1 2 4 2 5 4 0 18 
9 3 10 19 14 11 2 1 59 10 1 2 2 6 3 2 1 16 
11 1 4 8 2 7 2 1 25 12 0 3 4 5 2 3 1 18 
13 3 10 17 12 10 3 0 56 
14 2 7 13 11 7 2 1 43 
15 0 2 4 7 3 3 0 19 
16 3 8 14 20 13 2 1 61 
17 2 14 19 13 6 2 0 56 18 3 10 12 13 8 2 2 50 
19 0 5 4 1 1 1 2 14 
20 1 2 4 13 5 0 2 27 21 3 7 5 10 3 0 2 30 22 0 2 4 2 2 2 2 14 
23 2 9 6 11 4 4 2 38 24 1 9 9 9 4 2 1 35 25 0 8 10 6 2 2 1 29 26 3 10 13 10 7 2 2 47 27 0 7 7 9 3 2 1 29 28 0 4 6 0 4 2 0 16 
29 3 16 17 17 10 3 1 67 30 2 20 13 13 9 2 1 60 31 0 12 6 13 4 3 1 39 32 2 13 14 11 10 2 1 53 33 2 15 14 17 12 3 1 64 34 2 13 10 13 6 0 1 45 35 1 10 12 11 6 0 1 41 36 0 10 7 8 6 2 1 34 37 3 15 14 13 9 2 1 57 38 3 7 6 12 10 2 0 40 3 9 3 14 7 15 8 2 2 51 ~~ 2 l~ i~ 11:::; 10 f 2 60 1 15 9 1 60 42 1 11 11 14 11 0 2 50 
(poncluded on next page) 
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Table 3 . ( concluded) 
Problems Chronological Age Total 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
( 1) (2) (3) { 4) -, 5) (6) un {8} (9) 
~ 
JJ.-> 
.:J 0 7 2 14 4 2 1 30 
44 3 18 15 15 9 1 2 63 
45 3 17 17 17 14 2 1 71 
46 0 6 5 9 7 1 2 30 
47 0 12 10 10 5 1 2 40 
48 3 15 12 8 9 0 2 49 
49 0 10 11 13 9 0 2 45 
50 2 15 5 8 6 0 l 37 
51 0 0 8 11 8 2 2 31 
52 3 13 12 10 7 1 1 47 
53 2 14 10 14 7 1 2 50 
54 3 18 11 10 12 1 1 56 
55 1 10 7 8 5 1 1 33 . 
56 0 0 1 4 2 0 0 7 
57 7. 10 8 4 4 0 2 31 _.1 
The fol lowing problems in this study were of greatest 
concern to the fourth g rade boys surveyed: 
45 . 
29. 
7 . 
33. 
44. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
don't like 
don't have 
don't like 
am blamed 
never eat 
milk . 
many fr iends. 
to come to s chool. 
for things I don't do. 
breakfast. 
More than 50 per cent of the 122 fourth grade boys listed 
II these problems . ,1 
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Table 4. Incidence of Problems Established by the Fifth 
Grade Boys 
Problems Chronolop;ical Ap;e Tot al 
10 11 12 13 14 15 
__{_!]_ (2} (3) ( 4) (5} (6) (7) (8} 
1 20 15 8 5 2 1 51 
2 5 2 0 2 0 0 9 
3 10 6 3 6 2 2 29 4 6 5 2 2 1 1 17 
5 2 1 1 2 1 3 10 
6 6 2 1 1 1 0 11 
7 9 8 6 5 1 0 29 8 5 1 2 2 2 0 12 
9 7 4 2 2 1 3 19 10 4 4 1 2 2 0 13 11 6 3 4 1 1 2 17 12 24 23 8 6 4 2 67 13 5 5 3 3 0 1 17 14 21 12 6 4 1 0 41!· 
15 5 4 4 1 2 0 16 
16 11 5 3 3 2 4 28 
17 11 12 7 6 2 4 42 18 8 4 4 3 1 2 22 
19 8 6 4 3 1 3 25 20 5 6 I 3 3 3 0 20 21 5 3 I 4 2 0 0 14 
22 5 3 0 1 0 1 10 
23 17 11 2 4 2 2 38 24 11 9 2 6 2 3 33 25 10 14 5 5 3 3 40 26 9 8 5 3 2 2 29 27 4 3 5 5 1 1 19 28 6 5 3 2 3 1 20 
29 8 1 2 2 2 2 17 30 11 5 4 2 2 5 29 31 3 6 4 2 2 1 18 32 11 12 1 2 1 2 29 33 7 4 5 1 2 4 23 3 4 7 6 7 5 2 2 29 35 4 4 6 4 1 0 19 36 7 2 1 5 2 2 19 37 4 4 2 3 2 2 17 38 2 1 3 3 2 0 11 
39 4 2 3 3 1 1 14 40 10 11 4 5 2 2 34 41 10 10 3 4 4 3 34 42 7 4 6 4 2 1 24 
( ~oncluded on next page ) 
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Table 4. ( concluded) 
Problems Chrono l ogi cal Age 
10 11 12 13 14 15 
( 1) ( 2) . ( 3) ( 4) {5 ) ( 6) ( 7) 
43 3 1 1 1 1 0 
44 6 2 3 4 3 3 
45 6 1 6 4 2 2 
46 0 2 4 1 1 2 
47 10 4 5 4 2 0 
48 4 3 3 1 2 4 
49 6 10 7 3 3 3 
50 5 3 4 3 0 1 
51 1 5 4 1 1 2 
52 3 8 3 5 3 0 
53 5 7 4 2 1 2 
54 4 3 3 3 2 2 
55 5 6 4 2 4 1 
56 0 0 2 0 0 0 
57 3 5 1 1 1 2 
It is interesting to find that the five greatest 
T~o ta1 
(8) 
7 
21 
21 
10 
25 
17 
32 
16 
14 
22 
21 
17 
22 
2 
13 
I 
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problems 
\\ to the 127. fifth grade boy s were as follows: 
12. do not have enough physic al education . 
·I 
II 
I 
II 
I 
lie 
1 . School starts too early i n the morning. 
14 . I don ' t like to carry my boolcs home . 
17 . The school bus i s too crovJded . 
25 . I don ' t get enough to eat in the lunc hroom . 
Table 5. Incidence of Problems Established by the Sixth 
Grade Boys 
Problems Chronolo~ ical .~e Total 
11 12 13 14 15 16 
:=IlL (2} (3) l 4 J ( 5) (6) (7) ( 8) 
1 4 10 6 2 2 1 25 
2 0 2 3 0 0 0 5 
. ( con t inued on next page) 
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Table 5 . (con tinued) 
Problems Chronolog i cal A.>te 
11 12 13 14 15 
( 1) (2 ) ( 3) ( 4) i 5} ( 6) 
3 1 1 6" 1 0 
4 0 4 2 4 1 
5 0 0 1 0 1 
6 0 3 0 4 0 
7 2 4 5 5 0 
8 0 2 0 0 0 
9 0 3 5 2 1 
10 0 0 4 0 1 
11 3 3 5 4 1 
12 15 16 6 4 1 
13 4 4 2 5 1 
14 5 5 8 1 2 
15 2 5 0 0 0 
16 1 4 3 3 1 
17 10 11 11 7 2 
18 1 2 1 3 0 
19 0 6 14 4 1 
20 0 5 5 5 1 
21 3 4 5 3 0 
22 4 0 4 1 0 
23 15 14 10 5 2 
24 10 10 4 7 2 
25 12 8 5 5 1 
26 0 7 3 4 1 . 
27 0 3 6 5 1 
28 5 1 2 3 0 
29 0 7 0 0 0 
30 7 4 5 3 1 
31 4 6 2 3 1 
' 32 2 3 5 c:; 1 
-' 
33 5 7 8 4 2 
34 0 2 4 4 1 
35 6 7 3 3 0 
36 1 4 1 4 1 
37 1 5 3 2 0 
3 8 1 2 4 3 1 
39 0 3 1 3 1 
4o 5 5 8 2 1 
41 5 7 4 7 2 
42 3 4 6 4 0 
43 1 3 3 1 0 
44 2 4 3 4 1 
45 1 4 2 6 0 
( concluded on next page ) 
Tot a l 
16 
{7} (8) 
1 10 
1 12 
0 2 
0 7 
1 17 
0 2 
1 12 
0 5 
1 17 
0 42 
1 17 
1 22 
0 7 
2 14 
3 44 
2 9 
2 27 
1 17 
2 17 
2 11 
1 47 
2 35 
3 34 
1 16 
2 17 
0 11 
1 8 
2 22 
1 17 
2 18 
1 27 
0 11 
2 21 
1 12 
2 13 
1 12 
1 9 
2 23 
2 27 
2 19 
1 9 
2 16 
1 14 
II 
~ ~ Table 5 . (concluded) 
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roblems Chrono log ical ~e Total 
11 12 13 1 15 16 
( 1)_ ( 2) (3) ( 4) ( 5)_ (6} (7} ( <:$) 
46 1 2 3 2 1 1 10 
47 6 4 7 3 1 1 22 
48 1 1 1 3 0 0 6 
49 2 12 0 2 1 0 26 ./ 
50 4 5 8 4 1 0 22 
51 3 7 4 5 0 0 19 
52 1 4 1 3 0 0 9 
53 7 7 5 6 1 1 27 
54 3 .l~ 4 3 1 0 15 
55 2 1 1. 4 0 0 8 
56 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 
57 2 4 1 2 1 1 11 
The following f i ve problems were of most concern to the 
boys in the eixth grade: 
17. The s chool bus is too crowde d . 
12 . We do not have enough physical education . 
23 . We do not have enough playgro und area. 
41. I don ' t get enough exercis e. 
30 . I c a nnot go to the movies. 
Table 6. Incidence of Problems Established by all the Boys 
i n the Study 
:Prob lems Chrono lo p;ical jl..ge Total 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
( 1) (2 ) (3) ( L~) (5) ( 6) (7 ) (8) (9) _(10)_ ( 11) 
1 2 4 31 29 24 12 5 3 1 111 
2 2 4 14 4 5 7 1 0 0 37 
3 3 9 24 25 11 14 3 2 1 92 
4 0 0 7 10 9 6 5 2 1 40 
( continued on next page) 
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Table 6. (continued) 
Problems C:hronol~ical ~.ge 
t3 9 10 11 12 13 14 
( 1) (2) (3) ( 4) ( 5 )' ( 6) (7) (8) 
5 0 3 ":<: 4 3 6 1 ..) 
6 0 1 14 5 7 5 5 
7 3 13 27 27 21 13 6 
8 1 2 9 3 9 6 2-
9 3 10 26 18 16 9 3 
10 1 2 6 10 4 8 2 
11 "1 4 14 8 14 8 6 
12 0 3 28 43 26 15 9 
13 3 10 22 21 17 8 6 
14 2 7 34 29 18 14 3 
15 0 2 9 13 12 4 2 
16 3 8 25 26 20 8 6 
17 2 14 30 35 24 19 9 
18 3 10 20 18 14 6 6 
19 0 5 12 7 11 18 7 
20 1 2 9 19 13 8 10 
21 3 7 10 16 11 7 5 
22 0 2 9 9 2 7 3 
23 2 9 23 37 20 18 9 
24 1 9 20 28 16 12 10 
25 0 8 20 32 15 12 9 
26 3 10 22 18 19 8 8 
27 0 7 11 12 11 13 7 
28 0 4 12 10 8 6 6 
29 3 16 25 18 19 5 3 
30 2 20 24 25 17 9 6 
31 0 12 9 23 1"4 7 6 
32 2 13 25 25 14 9 7 
33 2 15 21 26 24 12 7 
34 2 13 17 19 15 9 7 
35 1 10 16 21 19 7 5 
36 0 10 14 11 11 8 7 
37 3 15 18 18 16 8 5 
38 3 7 8 14 15 9 5 
39 3 14 11 17 14 6 6 
40 2 15 23 31 19 16 6 
41 1 18 24 31 19 9 12 42 1 11 28 21 21 10 8 
43 0 7 5 16 8 6 3 44 3 18 21 19 16 8 9 
45 3 17 23 19 24 8 9 
46 0 6 5 12 13 5 5 
I 
I 
'. 
' (concluded on next page).. 
15 16 
.L2J _( 101 
4 0 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 
4 1 
1 0 
3 1 
3 0 
2 1 
2 1 
0 0 
5 2 
6 3 
2 2 
4 2 
1 1 
0 2 
1 2 
4 1 
5 2 
4 3 
3 1 
2 2 
1 0 
2 1 
6 2 
2 1 
3 2 
6 1 
3 0 
0 2 
~ 1 _. 
2 2 
1 1 
2 1 
3 2 
5 2 
1 2 
0 1 
4 2 
2 1. 
3 l 
Total 
(11) 
24 
37 
111 
32 
90 
34 
59 
127 
90 
110 
42 
103 
142 
81 
66 
64 
61 
35 
123 
103 
103 
92 
65 
47 
92 
111 
74 
100 
114. 
85 
81 
65 
87 
63 
74 
117 
121 
103 
46 
100 
106 
50 
I 
li 
I 
l1 
r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
; 
I 
II-
Table 6. (concluded) 
Problems ClWonological A~ e Total 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
(1) {2) (3) {4) ( 5) lQJ i7l i8l i9l _ilOl Jlll 
47 0 12 10 20 14 12 7 1 1 77 
48 3 15 16 12 13 2 7 4 0 72 
49 0 10 17 25 28 12 7 4 0 103 
50 2 15 10 15 15 11 5 2 0 75 
51 0 0 9 19 19 7 8 2 0 64 
52 3 13 15 19 14 7 7 0 0 78 
53 2 1.4 15 28 18 8 9 3 1 98 
54 3 18 15 16 19 8 6 3 0 88 
55 1 10 12 16 10 4 9 1 0 63 
56 0 0 1 5 5 0 1 0 0 12 
57 3 10 11 11 9 2 5 3 1 55 II 
I 
p Table 6 presents the number of times each of the 57 prob-
lems v1as listed as one of concern by al l the 337 boys i n 
' grades four, five, and six. 
II The following p roblems are of >t reatest concern to all 
,, the boys : 
17 . The school bus is too crowded. 
12. Te do nol. have enough physical education. 
23. We do no~ have enough playground area . 
41. I don 't get enough exercise. 
30. - I cannot go to the movies. 
Table 7. Incidence of Proble ms Established 
by «11 Fourth Grade Girls 
Problems Chronolo_g_ical ~-e Total 
9 10 11 12 
( 1) (2) {3) ( 4) (5) lb} 
1 5 3 3 2 13 
(cont~nued on next page) 
-- - _, 
I 
I 
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Table 7. ( cont inued) 
P roblems C.hronological .t'l.i2:.e 
. . 
9 10 11 12 
( 1) (2) (3) { 4) (5) 
2 5 2 3 3 
3 8 4 9 1 
4 0 1 1 3 
5 2 0 1 1 
6 4 0 0 2 
7 7 6 5 3 
8 2 2 1 1 
9 9 6 5 5 
10 7 1 6 0 
11 6 2 6 2 
12 4 2 2 3 
13 6 3 4 3 
14 5 1 4 1 
15 5 3 2 1 
16 7 1 6 2 
17 12 7 11 5 
18 8 1 3 3 
19 3 1 2 1 
20 6 3 5 2 
21 12 2 3 4 
22 0 0 1 1 
23 5 3 ,.... 1 c:. 
24 4 3 8 3 
25 2 2 2 3 
26 8 2 7 4 
27 3 2 8 4 
28 3 3 4 1 
29 7 3 7 . 1 
30 10 2 7 2 
31 9 2 4 0 
32 4 3 3 1 
33 9 1 6 ~ ..,; 
34 5 1 3 1 
35 6 3 4 3 
36 4 3 2 0 
37 t:; 1 5 1 _, 
38 5 2 5 2 
39 8 1 7 4 
40 5 1 4 2 
41 6 2 6 2 
42 5 4 5 2 
43 4 2 4 2 
(concluded on next page) 
II 
lj 
\: 3~ 
I 
rr 
--
I' 
II 
I 
Total I 
(6) I 
II 
13 
22 
5 
4 
6 
I 
I, 
21 
6 I 
25 
14 
16 
11 
16 
11 
11 
16 
35 
15 
7 
16 
21 
2 
11 
18 
9 
21 
17 
11 
18 
21 
15 
11 
19 
10 
16 
9 
12 
14 
20 
12 
16 
16 
12 
11 
II 
Table 7. (concluded} 
Problems Chronolo~ ical A.rr.e Tot al 
9 10 11 12 
( 1) -(2) C3J ( 4) (5) (6) 
44 6 2 8 1 17 
45 8 1 6 7 22 
46 4 0 4 2 10 
47 8 3 4 1 16 
48 6 0 ., 4 13 ... 
49 7 1 6 3 17 
50 6 0 3 1 10 
51 0 l 5 4 10 
52 5 2 3 2 12 
53 6 l 5 2 14 
54 8 1 5 3 17 
55 3 1 2 3 9 
56 0 0 1 l 2 
57 2 0 4 1 7 
Table 7 presents the number of times each of the 57 
~~ problems was lis ted as one of concern by all the four.t h 
grade girls in the study. 
II 
The following five problems ar e of greatest concern: 
17 . The school. bus is too crowded. 
9. I don ' t like spelling. 
3. I don't like my English class. 
45. I don't like milk. 
21 . The school bus comes too late. 
3 
II 
Table 8. Incidence of Problems Establishe d by ' 11 
Fifth Grade Girls 
Problems Chronological Ace Total 
9 10 11 12 13 14 
( 1) 
_(21 
_131 _( 4) (5 ) ( 6) . (7) J81 
1 0 10 9 8 3 2 39 
2 0 17 7 4 4 0 25 
3 2 8 10 7 4 0 31 
4 0 5 2 4 3 1 15 
5 0 2 1 1 1 0 5 
6 0 6 2 5 2 0 15 
7 2 5 7 4 3 0 21 
8 0 8 3 3 0 0 14 
9 2 5 7 5 4 0 23 
10 1 5 5 1 0 2 14 
11 0 6 2 4 1 1 14 
12 0 21 12 7 0 1 41 
13 2 5 4 4 3 0 18 
14 0 18 9 7 4 0 38 
15 0 11 7 7 l 0 26 
16 2 8 10 4 4 0 28 
17 0 24 22 9 5 0 60 
18 1 6 6 5 4 0 22 
19 0 7 4 4 0 1 16 
20 1 10 5 2 2 0 20 
21 0 8 8 ~ 2 0 21 
-' 
22 1 2 1 2 1 0 7 
23 0 18 18 7 1 0 24 
24 1 20 14 7 3 1 46 
25 0 17 11 6 0 1 35 
26 0 4 3 4 2 0 13 
27 0 4 4 8 2 0 18 
28 0 8 10 10 1 1 30 
29 0 6 5 4 6 0 21 
30 1 12 9 6 4 1 33 
31 0 6 8 3 2 0 19 
32 0 15 7 5 3 0 30 
33 0 15 8 6 4 1 34 
34 0 8 5 6 2 0 21 
35 1 10 11 4 3 1 30 
36 0 8 5 1 1 0 15 
37 0 7 4 5 3 0 19 
38 1 11 2 4 3 1 22 
39 1 7 7 6 2 1 24 
40 0 11· 3 5 2 0 21 
41 2 5 7 6 2 0 22 
(concluded on next page 
!! 
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Table 8. (concluded) 
Problems C.hronolo~ical Age Total 
9 10 11 12 13 14 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5} (6) ( 7}' (8) 
42 1 9 11 4 2 0 27 
43 1 8 7 0 0 0 16 
44 0 5 4 1 2 1 13 
45 0 5 3 3 2 0 13 
46 1 3 3 3 2 0 12 
47 0 6 4 4 2 0 16 
48 0 1 2 1 3 0 7 
49 1 22 11 5 1 0 40 
50 0 5 5 4 3 1 18 
51 1 10 4 2 3 1 21 
52 0 5 7 1 0 0 13 
53 0 6 4 2 2 0 14 
54 0 3 6 1 1 0 11 
55 0 6 7 3 0 0 16 
56 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
57 0 4 5 1 1 0 11 
,, 
II 
Table 8 presents the number of times each of the 57 I I 
I jl problems was listed as one of conc ern by a ll the fifth g rade I 
girls in the study . I 
The follov;ing five problems v.J e r e of greatest concern: 
17. The school bus is too crowded . 
24. \'{e d o not have enough music. 
12 . ·re d o not have enough physic a l education. 
'I 49. I have to get up too early. 
li 1. S chool starts too early in the morning . 
II 
" 
r ~ 
I 
I 
I! 
Table 9. Incidence of Problems Established 
by All S ixth Grade Girls 
Problems Chrono l ogical l~e Total 
10 11 12 13 
( 1) (21 (31 111 151 j_§J 
1 1 5 6 4 16 
2 0 3 6 1 10 
3 0 1 8 4 13 
4 0 1 4 4 9 
5 1 1 2 0 4 
6 0 3 7 4 14 
7 0 2 9 4 15 
8 1 3 3 1 8 
9 0 0 9 6 15 
10 1 0 4 0 5 
11 1 4 5 2 12 
12 3 1 13 4 21 
13 0 0 8 6 14 
14 1 8 8 4 21 
15 0 4 6 4 14 
16 0 4 8 5 17 
17 3 6 19 5 33 
18 0 1 5 3 9 
19 1 4 3 0 8 
20 0 0 6 4 . 10 
21 1 2 9 1 13 
22 0 5 5 1 11. 
23 3 13 14 4 34 
24 2 9 10 7 28 
25 1 10 11 1 23 
26 1 4 6 3 14 
27 1 3 5 3 12 
28 0 4 3 2 9 
29 0 2 4 3 9 
30 2 6 9 5 22 
31 3 5 5 0 13 
32 1 4 5 1. 11 
33 0 1 6 3 10 
34 2 4 2 2 10 
35 0 3 6 1 10 
36 0 1 9 1 11 
37 0 2 6 3 11 
38 1 1 5 1 8 
39 0 1 4 2 7 
4o 0 4 9 3 16 
41 0 6 10 6 22 
(concluded on next page) . 
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Table 9 . (concluded) 
:Problems Chronological Age Total 
10 11 12 13 
~ 1) (2) (3J 1_11 J51 J6l 
42 1 7 14 4 26 
43 0 5 8 2 15 
44 0 3 7 2 12 
45 1 4 8 2 15 
46 0 1 5 2 .8 
47 1 7 13 1 22 
48 0 2 4 2 8 
49 1 9 15 3 28 
50 0 2 10 1 13 
51 0 2 8 3 13 
52 1 2 5 2 10 
53 0 7 7 1 15 
54 0 1 4 2 7 
55 1 3 4 2 10 
56 0 0 1 0 1 
57 0 1 3 2 6 
Table 9 pl."e sents the number of time s each o:r t. he 57 
prob lems was listed as one of concern to all the sixth grade 
girls in the study . 
The follovJing problems in order were of gre a test con- . 
cern to the sixth grade girls : 
23 . • e do not have enough playground area . 
17 . The school bus is too crow ded . 
24 . l'le do no t have enough music. 
49 . I have to get up too early. 
26. I don't like to study. 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
\I 
Table 10. Incidence of roblems Established by All 
the Girls in the Study 
Problems Chronolop;ica.l A,rz.e Total 
9 10 11 12 13 14 
( 1) 1 21 ( 3) (4} ., 5 J (6) (7 ) ( 8) 
1 5 21 17 16 7 2 68 
2 5 12 13 13 5 0 48 
3 10 12 20 16 8 0 66 
4 0 6 4 11 7 1 29 
5 2 3 3 4 1 0 13 
6 4 6 5 14 6 0 35 
7 9 11 14 16 7 0 57 8 2 11 7 7 1 0 28 
9 11 11 12 19 10 0 63 
10 8 7 11 5 0 2 33 
11 6 9 12 11 3 1 42 
12 4 26 l-5 23 4 1 73 
13 8 8 8 15 9 0 48 
14 5 20 21 16 8 0 70 
15 5 14 13 14 5 0 51 
16 9 9 20 14 9 0 61L 
17 12 34 39 33 10 0 128 
18 9 7 10 13 7 0 46 
19 3 9 10 8 0 1 31 
20 7 13 10 10 6 0 46 
21 12 1L 13 16 3 0 55 22 1 2 7 8 2 0 20 
23 5 24 33 22 5 0 89 24 5 25 3 1 20 10 1 92 25 2 20 23 20 1 1 67 26 8 7 :t4 14 5 0 48 
27 3 7 15 17 5 0 47 28 3 11 18 14 3 1. 50 29 7 9 14 9 9 0 48 
30 11 16 22 17 9 1 76 31 9 1L 17 8 2 0 47 32 4 19 14 11 4 0 52 33 9 16 15 15 7 1 63 34 
· 5 11 12 9 4 0 41 
35 7 13 18 13 4 1 56 36 4 11 8 10 2 0 35 37 5 8 11 12 6 0 42. 38 6 14 8 11 4 1 44 
39 9 8 15 14 4 1 51 40 5 12 11 16 5 0 49 41 8 7 19 18 8 0 50 42 6 14 23 20 6 0 69 
( c_onc1uded on next page)_ 
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T.abl\3 10. · ( poncluded) 
Problems Chronological AA,e Total 
9 10 11 12 13 14 
( 1} (2} :::13> (4) (5) ( 6) (7} :mL 
43 5 10 16 10 2 0 43 
44 6 7 15 9 4 1 42 
45 8 7 13 18 4 0 50 
46 5 3 8 10 4 0 30 
47 8 10 15 18 3 0 54 
48 6 1 7 9 5 0 28 
49 8 24 26 23 4 1 86 
50 6 5 10 15 4 1 41 
51 1 11 11 14 6 1 44 
52 5 8 12 8 2 0 35 
53 6 7 16 11 3 0 43 
54 8 4 12 8 3 0 35 
55 3 8 12 10 2 0 35 
56 0 2 2 2 0 0 6 
57 2 4 10 5 3 0 24 
Table 10 presents the numb er of times each of the 57 
problems was listed as one of conce r n t o all the 263 girls 
in the study. 
The fo l lowing problems in order were of gr e atest con-
cern: 
17. The school bus is too crovJded. 
24. ~e do not have enoug h music. 
23. We do not have enough playground area . 
49. I have to get up too early. 
30. I cannot go to the movies. 
~ 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
Table 11 . 
.Problems 
( 1) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27. 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
4o 
41 
42 
Incidence of Problems Established by Al l the Pupils 1 
in . the \Study 
1 
I 
Cnronolo~ical ~ e Total 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
(2) (3) (4) (5) ( 6) (7 ) 18) (9 ) ( 10) ( 11 )_ 
2 9 52 46 40 19 7 3 .1 179 
2 9 26 17 18 12 1 0 0 85 
3 19 36 45 27 22 3 2 1 158 
0 0 14 14 20 13 6 2 1 69 
0 5 6 7 7 7 2 4 0 37 !I 
0 5 20 10 21 11 5 
3 22 38 41 37 20 6 
1 4 20 10 16 7 2 
3 21 38 30 35 19 3 
1 10 18 21 9 8 4 
1 10 23 20 25 11 7 
0 7 54 58 49 19 12 
3 18 30 29 32 17 6 
2 12 54 49 34 22 3 
0 7 23 26 26 9 2 
3 17 34 46 34 17 6 
2 26. 64 74 57 29 9 
3 19 27 28 27 13 6 
0 8 21 17 19 18 8 
1 9 22 29 23 14 10 
3 19 21 29 27 10 5 
0 3 11 16 10 9 3 
2 14 47 70 42 23 9 
1 14 45 59 36 22 11 
0 10 4o 55 35 13 10 
3 18 29 32 34 13 7 
0 10 18 27 28 18 7 
0 7 23 28 22 9 7 
3 9 28 18 2.6 14 3 
2 11 36 33 30 18 7 
0 3 16 32 22 9 6 
2 9 38 33 23 13 7 
2 6 35 29 33 19 8 
2 8 26 25 22 13 7 l 5 23 31 26 11 6 
0 6 19 15 21 10 7 
3 10 24 19 26 14 5 
3 3 18 12 22 13 6 
3 7 17 18 20 10 7 
2 10 33 34 31 . 21 6 
1 14 27 38 33 17 12 
1 7 24 34 37 16 8 (concluded on next page 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 
4 1 
1 0 
3 1 
3 0 
2 1 
2 1 
0 0 
5 2 
6 3 
2 2 
4 2 
1 1 
0 2 
1 2 
4 1 
5 2 
4 3 
3 1 
2 2 
1 0 
2 1 
6 2 
2 1 
3 '2 
6 1 
3 0 
0 .2 
3 1 
2 2 
1 1 
2 1 
3 2 
5 2 
1 2 
72 
168 
60 
153 
67 
101 
200 
138 
179 
93 
164 
270 
127 
97 
110 
116 
55 
216 
195 
170 
14o 
112 
97 
104 
145 
91 
130 
139 
75 
105 
82 
105 
79 
85 
142 
149 
130 
I 
I 
II 
Table 11 . (concluded) 
Prob lems C.hronological ... ~e Total 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
( 1) (2) (3J _( 4)_ (5_1 16) (7) (8) (9) { .10) tllJ 
43 0 4 11 24 14 8 3 0 I 65 
44 3 12 24 18 23 12 10 4 2 108 
45 3 9 28 20 28 12 9 2 1 112 
46 0 3 8 12 19 9 5 3 1 60 
47 0 4 24 27 30 15 7 1 1 109 
48 3 9 17 13 14 7 7 4 0 74 
49 0 4 39 39 45 15 7 4 0 157 
50 2 9 15 19 28 15 6 2 0 96 
51 0 1. 18 20 25 13 9 2 0 88 
52 3 8 19 25 18 9 7 0 0 89 
53 2 8 20 34 25 11 12 3 1 113 
54 3 10 17 18 21 11 6 3 0 89 
55 1 7 18 24 14 6 9 1 0 80 
56 0 0 3 5 5 0 1 0 0 14 
57 3 8 15 13 12 5 6 3 1 65 
Table 11 presents the number of times each of the 57 
problems was listed as one of concern by all tbe 600 child-
ren in the study . 
It was interesting to find tha t the five greatest prob-
lems to a.Ll t. ne pupl.Ls \veL~ e a.s follows : 
17. The school bus is too crowded. 
23. "'ile do not have enough playground area. 
12. ~'{ do not hav e enough physical education . 
l. School starts too early i n the morning . 
14. I do not like to carry my books home. 
-I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
I 
r 
_.,.-: 
I 
II 
L 
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J Tab 1e 12 • 
Problems 
(1) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
Problem Incidence and Fercentage of ~ 11 Fourth 
Grade Children by Chronol og ical ~e 
Chrono1oP:.ical Ag_e Total rercent 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
(2) 1 3} ( 4) t 5) ( 6) (7) (8) ' ( 9) ( 10) 
2 9 14 13 8 1 1 48 26 
2 9 11 5 6 2 1 36 20 
3 17 18 27 8 2 0 75 41 
0 0 2 6 6 2 0 16 09 
0 5 1 4 ""7 3 0 16 09 :J 0 5 8 3 5 4 0 25 14 
3 20 24 22 14 3 0 86 48 
1 4 6 3 6 4 0 24 13 
3 19 25 19 16 2 0 84 46 
1 9 3 12 3 2 0 30 16 
1 10 10 8 9 2 1 41 23 
0 7 6 7 5 3 1 29 16 
3 16 20 16 13 3 1 72 39 2 12 14 15 8 2 1 54 30 
0 7 7 9 4 3 0 30 16 
3 15 15 26 15 2 1 77 42 2 26 26 24 11 2 0 91 50 
3 18 13 16 11 2 2 65 36 
0 8 5 3 2 1 2 21 12 
1 8 7 18 7 0 2 43 23 
3 19 7 13 7 0 2 51 28 
0 2 4 3 3 2 2 16 09 2 14 9 13 5 4 2 49 27 1 13 12 17 7 2 1 53 29 0 10 12 8 5 2 1 38 21 
3 18 15 17 12 2 1 68 38 0 10 9 17 7 2 1 46 26 0 7 9 4 5 2 0 27 15 
3 9 14 10 9 3 1 49 27 2 10 11 6 7 2 1 39 22 0 3 4 9 4 3 1 24 13 2 9 11. 8 9 2 1 42 23 2 6 13 11 9 3 1 45 25 2 8 9 10 5 0 1 35 19 1 4 9 7 3 0 1 25 14 
0 6 4 6 6 2 1 25 14 
3 10 13 8 8 2 1 45 25 3 2 4 7 8 2 0 26 14 
3 6 6 8 4 2 2 31 17 
2 10 12 11 8 3 2 48 26 
1 12 12 10 7 1 1 44 24 
( concluded on nex t page) 
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II 
'\ 
Table 12. (concluded) 
Problems Chronolofl leal .t\!Ze Total Percent 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
(1) (2) (3) ( 4) (5) ( 6) (7) (8) (9 J llO) 
42 1 6 7 9 9 0 2 34 19 
43 0 3 0 10 2 2 1 18 10 
44 3 12 13 7 8 1 2 46 26 
45 3 9 16 11 7 2 1 49 27 
46 0 2 5 5 5 1 2 20 11 
47 0 4 7 6 4 1 2 24 13 
48 3 9 12 5 5 0 2 36 20 
49 0 3 10 7 6 0 2 28 16 
50 2 9 5 5 5 0 1 27 15 
51 0 0 7 6 4 2 2 21 12 
52 3 8 10 7 5 1 1 35 19 
53 2 8 9 9 5 1 2 36 20 
54 3 10 10 5 9 1 1 39 22 
55 1 7 6 6 2 1 1 24 13 
56 0 0 1 3 1 0 0 5 03 
57 3 8 8 0 3 0 2 24 13 
The foll owing problems are mentioned by 41 per cent 
or more of the fourth grade as of some concern: 
17. The school bus is too crowded. 
7. I don 't like to come to school. 
l 9. I don ' t l ike spelling . 
I 16 . I cannot study at school . 
II 
3. I do not like my English class . 
Fifty per cent of the pupils considered problem 17 to be 
I or some concern . 
groups except the 14 year olds. 
It was considered as a problem with all age 
The highest response was 
by the 10 year old children . 
Forty-eight per cent or the pupils considered problem 7 i 
to be of some concern . 
Forty-six per cent of the pupils considered problem 9 
to be of s ome concern . 
Forty- two per cent of the pupils considered problem 16 
to be of some concern . 
Forty-one per cent of the pupils considered problem 3 to 
be o f some concern. 
The re is a wide range of ages in the fourth grade. There 
are only thre e eight year old children, five 13 year old 
child r en , and t wo 14 year old chil fu~en. 
Table 13 . Incidence and Percentage of ., 11 Fifth Grade by 
Chronological Age 
Problems Chronological ~ Total Percent 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
( l.) (2) (3) (4) (5) { 6} . (7) ( 8) (9} (10 L 
1 0 37 24 16 8 4 1 90 35 
2 0 15 9 4 6 0 0 34 13 
3 2 18 16 10 10 2 2 60 23 
4 0 11 7 6 5 2 1 32 12 
5 0 4 2 2 3 1 3 15 06 
6 0 12 4 6 3 1 0 26 10 
7 2 14 15 10 8 1 0 50 19 
8 0 13 4 5 2 2 0 26 10 
9 2 12 11 7 6 1 3 42 16 
10 1 9 9 2 2 4 0 27 11 
11 0 12 5 8 2 2 2 31 12 
12 0 45 35 15 6 5 2 108 42 
13 2 10 9 7 6 0 1 35 14 
14 0 39 21 13 8 1 0 82 32 
15 0 16 11 11 2 2 0 42 16 
16 2 19 15 7 7 2 4 56 22 
17 0 35 34 16 11 2 4 102 39 18 1 14 10 9 7 1 2 44 17 
19 0 15 ·1o 8 -:>: 2 3 41 16 ./ 
20 1 15 11 5 5 3 0 4o 15 21 0 13 11. 7 4 0 0 35 14 22 1 7 4 2 2 0 1 17 07 
(concluded on next page) 
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Table 13 . (cone luded) 
Problems Chronolop ic a l Ap;e Total Percent 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Tl) (2) (3) ( 4) ( 5) ( 6) (7) (8 ) (9) (lOl 
22 1 7 4 2 2 0 1 17 07 
23 0 35 29 9 5 2 2 82 32 
24 1 31 23 9 9 7: 3 79 30 ..) 
25 0 27 25 11 5 4 3 75 29 
26 0 13 11 9 5 2 2 42 16 
27 0 8 7 13 7 1 1 37 14 
28 0 14 15 13 3 4 1 50 19 
29 0 14 6 6 8 2 2 38 15 
30 1 23 14 10 6 3 5 62 24 
31 0 9 14 7 4 2 1 37 14 
32 0 26 19 6 5 1 2 59 23 
33 0 22 12 11 5 3 4 57 22 
34 0 15 11 13 7 2 2 50 19 
35 1 14 15 10 7 2 0 49 19 
36 0 15 7 2 6 2 2 34 13 
37 0 11 8 7 6 2 2 36 14 
38 1 13 3 7 6 3 0 33 13 
39 1 11 9 9 5 2 1 38 15 
40 0 21 14 9 7 2 2 55 21 
41 2 15 17 9 . 6 4 3 56 22 
42 1 16 15 10 6 2 1 51 20 
43 1 11 8 1 1 1 0 23 09 
44 0 11 6 4 6 4 3 34 13 
45 0 11 4 9 6 2 2 34 13 
46 1 3 5 7 3 1 2 22 09 
47 0 16 8 9 6 2 0 41 16 
48 0 5 5 4 4 2 4 24 09 
49 1 28 21 12 4 3 3 72 28 
50 0 10 8 8 6 1 1 34 13 
51 1 11 9 6 4 2 2 35 14 
52 0 8 15 lj. 5 3 0 35 14 
53 0 11 11 6 4 1 2 35 14 
54 0 7 9 4 4 2 2 28 12 
55 0 11 13 7 2 4 1 38 15 
56 0 2 1. 2 0 0 0 5 02 
57 0 7 10 2 2 1 2 2-Lt 09 
The following problems are mentioned by 32 per cent or 
more of the fifth grade as of some concern : 
12 . We do not have enoug h physical education . 
II 
I 
17. The school bus is too crowded . 
1. S chool starts too early in the morning . 
14 . I do not l ilce to c arry my books home. 
23. We do not have enough playground area . 
Forty-two per cent of the pupils considered problem 12 
to be of some concern. The nine year old pupils did not con-
' sider it as a problem for them . 
Thirty-nine per cent of the pupils considered problem 
17 to be of some concern . 
Thirty-five per cent of the pupils considered problem 
I one to be of some concern. 
Thirty-tw o per cent of the papils considered problems 
14 and 23 of some concern . Problem 14 wa s of greatest con-
cern with the 10 year old children. 
II Table 14. 
II 
Incidence and Percentage of All Sixth Grade by 
Chronological Age 
I 
II 
Problems 
__(1) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
10 
(2) 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
l 
0 
1 
1 
3 
0 
Ohronolo~ical ~e Total Percent 
11 12 13 14 15 16 
( 3} ( 4) (5) ( 6) (7) (8) (9) ( 101 
9 16 10 2 2 1 41 25 
3 8 4 0 0 0 15 10 
2 9 10 1 0 1 23 14 
1 8 6 4 1 1 21 13 
1 2 1 0 1 0 6 04 
3 10 4 4 0 0 21 13 
4 13 9 5 0 1 32 20 
3 5 1 0 0 0 10 06 
0 12 11 2 1 1 27 17 
0 4 4 0 1 0 10 06 
7 8 7 4 1 1 29 18 
16 29 10 4 1 0 63 39 
4 12 8 5 1 l 31 20 
-(concluded on next page) 
I 
I 
I 
4. 
1 Table 14. (concluded) 
II 
I 
I' 
J 
Problems 
( 1) 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
s~ 
10 
(2) 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
2 
3 
1 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
Cbronol~gical ~ 
11 12 13 1 
(3) ( 4) J 5 ) .(6) 
13 13 12 1 
6 11 4 0 
5 12 8 3 
16 30 16 7 
2 7 4 3 
4 9 14 4 
0 11 9 5 
5 13 6 3 
9 5 5 1 
28 28 14 5 
19 20 11 7 
22 19 6 5 
4 13 6 4 
3 8 9 5 
9 4 4 3 
2 11 3 0 
13 13 10 3 
9 11 2 3 
6 8 6 5 
6 13 11 4 
4 4 6 4 
9 13 4 3 
2 13 2 4 
3 11 6 2 
2 7 5 3 
1 7 3 3 
9 14 11 2 
11 17 10 7 
10 18 10 4 
6 11 5 1 
5 11 5 4 
5 12 4 6 
2 7 5 2 
13 17 8 3 
3 5 3 3 
11 27 12 2 
6 15 9 4 
5 15 7 5 
3 9 3 3 
14 14 6 6 
4 8 6 3 
5 5 3 4 
3 ~ j 1 2 
15 16 
(7) (8) 
2 1 
0 0 
1 2 
2 3 
0 2 
1 2 
1 1 
0 2 
0 2 
2 1 
2 2 
1 3 
1 1 
1 2 
0 0 
0 1 
1 2 
1 1 
1 2 
2 1 
1 0 
0 2 
1 1 
0 2 
1 1 
1 1 
1 2 
2 2 
0 2 
0 1 
1 2 
0 1 
1 1 
1 1 
0 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
Total 
(9) 
43 
21 
31 
77 
18 
35 
27 
30 
22 
81 
63 
57 
30 
29 
20 
17 
44 
30 
29 
37 
21 
31 
23 
24 
20 
16 
39 
49 
45 
24 
28 
29 
18 
44 
14 
54 
35 
32 
19 
42 
22 
18 
4 
17 
Percent 
( 10) 
27 
13 
20 
42 
11 
22 
17 
19 
14 
50 
39 
35 
19 
18 
12 
11 
27 
19 
18 
23 
13 
20 
14 
16 
12 
10 
24 
30 
28 
16 
17 
18 
11 
27 
09 
34 
22 
20 
12 
26 
14 
11 
~1 
I 
'i ~ sc 
'I I, 
li 
II 
!I 
!I 
'I 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
II 
II 
II 
The following problems are mentioned by 3 5 per cent 
or more of t he sixth grade pupils as of some concern:· 
23 . \'le do not have e nough playground area. 
17. The school bus is too crowded. 
12. We do not have enough physical education . 
24. We do not have enough music. 
25. I don't get enough to eat in the lunchroom. 
Fifty per cent of the pupils cons idered problem 23 as 
of some concern. It ·was of greatest concern to the youngest 
p up ils . 
Forty- tvJO per cent of the pup ils considered problem 17 
a s of some concern. 
Thirty-nine per cent of tne pupil s considered problem 12 
of s ome concern. 
Thirty-five per cent of the pup ils considered problem 
23 of some concern . 
Table 15 • . Rank Established for Each Prob-
lem by Grades and All Pupils 
Problems Grades ._\11 Pupils 
4 5 6 
( l) ( ~) -. (3} ( 4) (5} 
17 1 2 2 1 
23 12 5 1 2 
12 37 1 3 3 
24 10 6 4 4 
1 15 3 13 5 
14 9 4 11 6 
25 27 7 5 7 
7 2 17 18 8 
(continued on next page) : 
I 
II 
5 
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Table 15 . (continued) 
Prob lems Grades All Pu:Qi1s 
4 5 6 
---rl) (2) ( 5) (4} {.5 ' . 
16 4 13 21 9 
3 5 10 35 10 
49 38 8 6 11 
9 3 22 31 12 
41 21 14 7 13 
30 25 9 9 14 
40 16 15 14 15 
26 7 24 24 16 
33 19 12 15 17 
13 6 33 20 18 
32 23 11 28 19 
42 33 16 8 20 
18 8 21 46 21 
21 11 34 0~ r..... ;J 22 
53 30 37 12 23 
27 17 31 27 24 
45 14 42 29 25 
20 22 27 32 26 
47 47 26 10 27 
44 18 41 30 28 
3 5 43 20 22 29 
37 20 38 33 30 
29 13 28 49· 31 
11 24 46 26 32 
19 50 25 16 33 
28 39 18 43 34 
50 40 43 17 35 
15 36 23 41 36 
31 46 32 25 37 
52 32 36 45 38 
54 26 47 38 39 
51 51 35 19 40 
2 28 39 52 41 
39 34 29 51 42 
36 4L!· 40 36 43 
55 48 30 48 44 
38 41 44 44 45 
34 31 19 42 46 
48 29 51 53 47 
6 42 49 40 48 
4 54 45 39 49 
(concluded on next page) 
~ 
I 
Table 15. (concluded) 
Problems Grades Al l P\.mils .....__ 
4 5 6 
( 1) J21 (3) ( ~) ~5l 
10 35 48 55 50 
43 53 53 34 51 
57 49 52 50 52 
8 45 50 54 53 
46 52 54 47 54 
22 56 55 37 55 
5 55 56 56 56 
56 57 57 57 57 
Table: 15 shows the rank of each problem established by 
each grade in this study. 
It was interesting to find the five greatest problems 
were reported as follows: 
17 . The school bus is too crowded . 
23. We do not have enough playg round area . 
12 . ~ e do not have enough physiGal education. 
24. We do not have enough music. 
1 . School starts too early in the morning. 
Problem 17, the over-crowded bus conditions, ranked 
first ~1ith the four·th grade . · It ranked second in grades five 
and six. 
Problem 23, the need for more playg round area , rar~ed 
first with g rade six, fifth with g rade five, and twelfth 
with grade four. 
Problem 12, the need for more physical education, ranked 
first with 3rade five, third with grade six, and thirty-
I 
ll 
54 
seventh tr.Jith grade four . 
Problem 24 , the need for more music, ranked fourth with 
grade six, sixth with grade five , and tenth "1ith grade four. 
Problem 1, "School starts too early, 11 ranked third with 
the fifth grade, thirteenth with grade six, and fifteenth 
vii t h grade four. 
-I 
CHAPTER V 
SUI~~'J1v1ARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Summary.-- The findings, based on the problems expressed 
by the 600 children surveyed in this study, indicated that 
children in the elementary schools have problems which appear 
to ·be of vi tal concern to them. The children indicated that 
their· greatest concern was in relation to school problems 
and rela ted adjustments . 
It was interesting to find that the problem of greatest 
concern was the over-crowded school bus condition. Two 
hundred seventy pupils or 45 per cent of the pupils expressed 
this problem . 
The need for more playground area ranked second wit h 
212 responses or 35 per cent expressing this need. 
The need for more music ranl-;:ed fourth vvith 198 responses 
or 33 per cent expressing this need. 
" s chool starts too early in- the morning" was expressed 
as a problem . It ranked fifth with 179 responses or 30 per 
cent expressing this problem. 
The five problems which ranked the highest with the 
j 600 children \>Jere the following: 
1. Tbe school bus is too crowded. 
2. We do not have enough playground area. 
3. We do not have enough physical education . 
i 
II 
,, 
l 
I. 
II 
4. we do not have enough music. 
5. s -chool starts too early in t1:l.e morning •. 
The problems expressed according to grades varied. 
Pupils- in the fourth grade expressed the over-crowded bus 
conditions as their greate st concern. The fifth grade child-
ren expressed the need for more physical e ducation as their 
greatest concern. The sixth grade young sters expressed the 
need for more playground area as their problem of gre atest 
c oncern. 
lthoug h their prob lems v ar ied, a ll the problems of 
gre a test c oncern v~ere in the area of school adjustments . 
Other p roblems which were suggested by only a ~ingle child 
or a fevJ children vJere of equal significance because thGy 
gav e insig ht into the needs of the individual. 
Conclusions. -- Children do hav e problems and they are 
able to recognize them. The vJriter 1 s k no,tJledge of tbe schoo l 
district surveyed and the chilaren s e rved by these schools 
corrob orate s the belie f that the children have made accurate 
observations a nc_ analyses of their ovm ppoblems. The school 
bus crOi>Jding , the early opening of school, the long bus ride, 
the small and ina dequa te p layg round, and the l ack of an ade-
qua te pro~ram of physica l education are v ery real in the 
schools in the county studied. 
Emotional problems are often the ba sis of failure in 
s chool work . Children c aunot do their best work \~hen t hey 
have problems which \'lorry them . The ir prob l ems ab sorb much 
I 
I 
II 
5 
' 
tl of their time and energy and make their school work of little 
importance to them . The children must have help in making !' 
I 
I adjustments if they are to. be happy, useful citizens . 
T h e cl a ssroom t e ac her can help the children with ma ny 
of their problems i f she can recognize and understand the 
problems . Understanding the c hlldren 1 s prob l ems v,rill enable 
the teacher to approach them more helpfully ; this will im-
prove the child.ren .' s attitudes and will enable them to do 
better school work . The teac her should be as concerned about 
the emotional gro1>1th of the children a s she is a bout their 
educational achievements . 
The find i ng s of this study show a real need for a more 
adequate guidance program. The schools should provide 
additional guidance service s with emphasis upon the children 
they are to serve . The school should be concerned with the 
deve lopment of efficient, happy , usefu l individual s both in 
school and out . 
County .I! The major problems which these children in Robeson 
~orth Carolina identified were very tang ible in nature . I 
Al l of t hese problems were of the t ype that the teachers , 
in c ooperat ion with the parents and school authorities , can 
seek to remedy. They are problems of school administration . 
Other problems vJhich were rev e ale d gave insight into the 
personal p rob lems of individuals and provided the teacher 
with information for more effective guidance. 
Problems for further resear ch.-- The writer as a result 
II 
of this limited study of children's prob lems suggests that 
I additional study be made in the se areas: 
1 . Conduct a simiJar study with u r ban children . 
2 . Conduct a s 'imilar study vll'lich wi ll include a wider 
!1 geographic area. 
'I 
3 . Conduct a similar study with a larger number of 
participants . 
4. Consider the problems of c nildren of varying socio- II 
economic levels. 
5. Compare children ' s problems to the opinions of teach- I 
ers regarding children's problems . 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
J) 
I 
·I 
, I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 . 
2. 
4 . 
s. 
BIBLI OGRAPHY 
Blanchard, Phyll is , The Child and Socie ty , Longmans 
Green and Company , Ne w York , 1928 . 
Burrell , nna P ., and Louis E. Raths , Do ' s and Don ' ts· 
of the Needs Theory, Modern Education Service , 
Bronxville, New Y6rk , 1941. 
Cole, Luella, Psychology of Ado l escence , Rinehart and 
Company , I nc ., Ne\'1 York , 1942 . 
Crow , Lester D. , and Alice Crow , An I nt roduction to 
Guidance, American Book Company , NevJ York , 1951 . 
----
Detjen , Ervin w. , and Mary F . Detjen , Elementary School 
Guidance, IvicGravJ- Hill Book Company , Inc . , New 
York, 1952 . 
6 . Elsbree , WillardS ., and Harold J . McNally , Elementary 
School ~ ~1inistration and Supervision, American 
Book Company , New Yorlc , 1951 . 
7. Inskeep , nnie Dolman , Child Adjustment , D. · pp1eton 
and Company , New York , 1930 . 
8 . Jenkins , Gladys Garner, et . al . , These Are Your Children, 
~cott , Foresman and Company , Chicago , 1949 . 
9 . J ersild, Arthur T., Child Psychology, Prentice- Hall, 
Inc . , 1950. 
10. Jone s, ~thur J . , Princi£!es of Guidance, McGraw- Hill , 
Inc ., New York, 1934 . 
11 . Lee, J . Murray , and Dorris May Lee, The Child and His 
Curricul um , ( 2nd Ed . ) Appleton- Century- Crofts, 
Inc . , New York , 1950 . 
I 
'I 
I 
II 12 . )illard, Cecil v., Child Growth and Development , D. c. Heath and Company , Boston, 1951 . 
13 . 
14 . 
ersonal ity_and the Behavior Disorders , J. MQV . Hunt ~ . ) lj 
The Ronald Press Company , New York, 1944 . I 
Prescott , Daniel " ., Emotion and the Educative Process, 
Ameri can Council on Educat ion, Washington , D. C. , 
1938 . 
II 
15. Reynolds, JYiart ha !·1a.y, Children From Seed to Sa.plinp:s , 
.iYicGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 1951. 
16 . Shaffe r , L. D., The Psychology of Adjustment, Houghton 
Mifflin Company , Boston, 1926. 
17. Strang, Ruth M., The Role of the Teacher in Persona l 
Work , Bureau of Publications, Teachers College , 
Columbia University, New York, 1946. 
18. Topp , Robert F., " · djustment Via C1assroom, 11 Journal 
of Education (September, 1950), 133: 176. 
19. VTilliamson, E . G., and M. E . Hahn, Introduction to 
High School Counceling, McGraw-Hill Book Company , 
Inc., New York, 1940. 
'\ I 
I 
I' 
,I 
I 
APPENDIX 
'I 
~ 
I, 
I 
Qheck List 
~ ge 
Grade 
Directions to pupils: 
Do not put your name on this paper . 
Boy 
Girl 
1ost people today have problems . The following pages 
suggest problems which bother some cluldren your age. They 
are school problems, personal problems, he al th problems, and 
family prob lems. 
The school wants to help you solve your problems, but 
you mu s t let the school know what your problems are before 
it can help you solve your problems . 
ead each statement carefully . 
I f the statement is considered as a problem for you , 
write "yes" be side the number . I f t he statement is not a 
problem fo r you, write 11 no'' beside the number. 
S:ample 
(no) 48. I don ' t like to play. 
" No'' was written beside the problem because it was not 
a problem for me. 
""" ~-
'!' ·;·: .
.. 
1 . S chool s tarts to o early in the morning . 
2. There are too many b oys in our room . 
3 . I do not like my English class . 
4 . My teacher g ives me too much homework . 
5. I cannot smoke at s chool . 
6 . My geography les s ons are too hard . 
7 . I don ' t like to come t o school . 
8 . I am afraid of my teacher . 
9 . I don ' t like s pelling . 
1 10. My teacher will not let me read comic books. 
1 11. We have too muc h silent reading . 
12 . 'Yve do not h ave enough physical education . 
113 . I don ' t like to write . 
14 . I don ' t like to c ar ry my books home . 
15 . I don ' t like to e a t i n the l unchroom . 
116 . I c anot study at schoo l. 
17 . The school bus is too crowded . 
18 . I don ' t lik e my teacher . 
19 . y scho ol work is too hard . 
1 20 . I am afraid I v1ill get punished a t school. 
21. The school bus comes too late. 
I 22. I don 1 t like science . 
I 23 . re do not have e noug h playground area . 
24. We do not have enoug h music . 
25 . I don ' t get enough to eat in the lun chroom . 
' 26 . I don't like to study . 
I 
~~ 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.... 
. , ,... 
27. I do not like history. 
28. We do not have enough time to eat our lunches. 
I' 
29. I do not h ave many friends. 
lj 30. I cannot go to the movies. 
31 . Children laugh at me. 
32 . I ~n 't talk enough. 
33. I am blamed for things I don ' t do . 
34. I don 't have time to study. 
35. I talk too much. 
1 36 . 
l\ 37. 
11 38 . 
39. 
40 . 
41 . 
11 42. 
143 . 
11 44. 
i' 45. 
11 46 . 
II 
47. 
I' 
I 48 . 
I 
I have trouble maKing friends. 
I never seem to do the right thing . 
I am afraid of meeting people. 
I am afraJ.d of making a mistake. 
I don 't get enough sleep. 
I don 't get enough exercise. 
I have trouble with my eyes. 
I am too fat. 
I never eat breakfast. 
I don't like milk. 
I do not have good health. 
I am underweight. 
I don't like to play. 
I have to get up too early. 
I 50. My parents expect too much of me. 
51. I have to do too much work at home. 
I don ' t live with my mother. 
\ 
53. I do not have enough money to spend . 
54 . I canot study at home. 
55 . I do not liv e with my fathe r . 
56. y parents are dead . 
57 . I feel that my parents do not like me. 
I 
I 
